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Wikipedia has become one of the main “go to” sites on the Internet for information. The 

English version of the site has over 1.3 million articles and is growing every day. Entries 

range from topics you’d find in any reputable encyclopedia to matters so obscure that 
perhaps only the person who wrote the article cares about that subject. 

 

And this is the power of Wikipedia: anybody can create and edit any entry. A single article 
may have dozens of authors (unlike an article in the Encyclopedia Britannica, which may 

have been written by only one or two experts). Furthermore, the articles are always 
changing, although controversial entries may be occasionally “locked down” by a volunteer 

moderator. The history of these changes is public, and it is possible, by studying an article’s 

history, to see how an entry “evolves” over time. 
 

Considering the complex, interconnected nature of Wikipedia, the resource is perfectly 
matched for Mark Z. Danielewski’s House of Leaves. For this assignment, you will either edit 

the main Wikipedia entry on House of Leaves, edit one of the related entries, or create your 

own sub-entry. 
 

 

 

Figure 1: Main Entry <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Leaves> 



ENGL 429 (Fall 2006)  George Mason University 

 2 

Step 1: Create a free account in Wikipedia. This allows you to edit the encyclopedia and will 
attribute any changes you make to you. The link is in the upper right corner of the main 

Wikipedia screen. 
 

Step 2: Thoroughly read the entry on House of Leaves (Figure 1) and then read the 

discussion that has gone on “behind the scenes” regarding the entry (See Figure 2). You can 
access this discussion by selecting the “discussion” tab at the top of the page.  

 

 

 

Figure 2: Discussion Page <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:House_of_Leaves> 

 
 

Step 3: Review the history of the entry, by selecting the “history” tab at the top of the 

article. The history reveals in detail every single change ever made to the article, and by 
whom. There is no need to read the entire history, but it is interesting to meander through 

and get a feel for the way changes are tracked. It’s also useful to read the original entry and 
the first few revisions. You can select any two revisions and compare them side by side (for 

example, see Figure 3). 
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Figure 3: Revision History 

 
 

Step 4: Now decide what you want to add or revise. You have many options: 

• You can correct inaccuracies or incomplete information in the original entry; 
• You can propose counter arguments to positions or interpretations offered in the 

entry; 
• You can edit one of the related entries (e.g. echo, Minotaur, etc.); 

• You can fill out one of the “stubs”—this is the Wikipedia name for an article that 

exists in name only, but is otherwise empty (e.g. The Approach to al-Mutasim); 
• You can create your own new entry, linked to from the main House of Leaves article 

(e.g. an entry on Underground Worlds). 

 
You have many sources of inspiration for your revisions: 

• Follow-up on one or two of the hundreds of real citations that Zampanó uses; 
• Elaborate on any number of the mythological references that appear, and highlight 

their relevance to the story; 

• Propose your own reading of any aspect of the story—its themes, its structure, its 
format, etc. 
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Step 5: There is no definitive required word-length on your revisions or additions to 
Wikipedia, but aim for at least 100 words. In other words, do more than simply add or 

subtract adjectives or correct a spelling or grammatical error. Your contribution to the 
House of Leaves article or related articles should be substantive. It should add in some way 

to our collective knowledge and understanding of Danielewski’s novel. Interpretations 

founded upon attention to detail within the text, or which build upon intertextual links 
suggested by the text are especially valuable. 

 

Wikipedia offers several guides on writing articles, which may be useful: 
 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_write_a_great_article 
 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Creating_a_new_article 

 
Step 6: Your contributions to Wikipedia are due by Thursday, September 21. Use the 

revision history tool to print out your contributions (to hand in). I also want a 3-4 page 
reflective essay to accompany the copy of your contributions. In this essay write about the 

experience of editing the House of Leaves Wikipedia article, particularly the challenges you 

faced as you pondered what to edit, and the thought processes you went through as your 
made your edit (why did you edit what you edited, what kind of research did you undertake, 

what stumbling blocks did you encounter, etc.). Also reflect on your role as a contributor to 
some larger collective reading experience centered upon House of Leaves, taking into 

account questions of authority, authorship, and narrative control. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_write_a_great_article
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Creating_a_new_article

